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STATE OF NEW  JERSEY
DEPARTMENTOF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

IN THE MAU ER OF THE SUSPENSION OR :
REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF: :

REGINALD MANN
License No. JP04248

TO PERACTICE MORTUARY SCIENCE
IN THE STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

Administrative Action

FINAL ORDER
OF DISCIPLINE

This m atter was opened to the New Jersey Board of Mortuary Science

CBoard'') upon receipt by the Board of information that respondent Reginald Mann had

failed to disclose numerous prior convictions on his application for licensure to the Board
.

Based on its review of all materials
, the Board makes the following findings of fact and

conclusions of law.

Findinos of Fact

1. Respondent was Iicensed as a funeral director in the State of New Jersey in

or about August 1, 1997. Respondent held a valid llcense to practice mortuaw science



until February 28, 2003, but failed to renew his Iicense forthe 2003-2005 biennial renewal

period. Thusj.based upon his failure to renew , respondent cannot currently engage in the

practice of mortuary science.

Prior to being eligible for licensure as a practitioner of mortuary science
, a

period of internship must be served. The application for registration as an intern with the

Board contai-nsthe question whetherthe applicant has everbeen convicted of a crime
, and

if so, requests details of the offense, including the name and address of the court and the

date of conviction.

2.

application dated

February 13, 1996. In his application
, he answered 'lyes'' to the conviction question, and

stated that on December 14, 1986, he plead guilty to fourth degree theft by deception, and

Respondent applied for internship registration with an

was sentenced tothree years imprisonment
. He explained that he had written ''bad checks

in department stores and cashed some bad checks at the Howard Savings Bank
.
''

Respondent stated that he served nineteen months of the sentence
, and was released

from parole on March 20, 1990. Respondentalso provided a termination summary
, signed

by a parole officer, indicating that respondent reported to his parole officer as directed
,

maintained full-time employment
, remained arrest free and presented no particular

problems.

4. Although respondent disclosed this conviction
, respondentfailed to disclose

numerous other prior convictions, as set forth below .

5. On March 9, 1972, respondent was found guilty of attempted armed robbery

in violation of N.J.S.A . 2A:85-5, 2A:141-1 and 2A:1 51-5. He was sentenced to a period of

suspended confinem ent and three years probation.
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6. On January 18, 1978 respondent plead guilty in municipal court to

possession of stolen property and check fraud (insufficient funds) in violation of N.J.S.A.

2A:17O-41 .1 and 2A:1 1 1-1. He was fined $50.*

On August 23, 1983, respondent was found guilty of fraud, and sentenced

to fody-five days imprisonm ent in the Essex County Jail.

8. On May 17, 1985, a Judgment of Conviction was entered against defendant

following ajurytrial. Respondentwas found guilty of forgery in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-

1(a)(2), uttering forged check in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-1(a)(3) and attempted theft by

deception in violation of N .J.S.A. 2C:5-1 and 2C:2O-4. The sentence imposed was five

years probation on each count. In sentencing, Judge W eber noted that he would accept

the recommendation of the Probation Department that the defendant would be likely to

respond to probationary treatment, ''lnotwithstanding defendant's prior record with the

Court systeml.'' The judge placed special conditions of probation on defendant of no

involvement in drugs or alcohol.

9. On Septemberzg, 1986, respondent pled guiltytothree counts of Indictment

No. 86-03-0191-1, constituting two counts of forgery in violation of of N
.J.S.A. 2C:21-1(a)(2)

Z v
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and one count of uttering forged instrument in violation of N .J.S.A. 2C:21-1(a)(3). On

November 14, 1986, respondent was sentenced to a term of three years imprisonment
,

concurrent for each count. In sentencing
, Judge Collester noted that respondent had a

Because this conviction was for a disorderly persons offense and adjudicated
in m unicipal court, it is not considered a ''crime'' for purposes of disclosure to the Board on
the application for intern registration

. However, in Iight of the other offenses for which
respondent was convicted, the Board considers this conviction to be pal't of respondent's
pattern of dishonesty, fraud and m isrepresentation.



prior record forforgery and other propelly crimes, had been incarcerated and on probation
,

'dmost recently on a federal conviction,
''' 
and he characterized respondent as a ''fcon man'

who had a substantial drug habit'' Presumably, this is the guilty plea to which respondent

referred in his answer to question six on the application.

1O. Following sentencing on respondent's guilty plea as setforth in paragraph 9
,

respondent'i probation was terminated for the 1985 forgew conviction
, as set forth in

paragraph 8 above. The court imposed a term of eighteen months' imprisonment
, to be

served consecutive to the three-year term imposed by Judge Collester.

On Januaw 6, 1988, respondent was sentenced to six months in Essex

Countyjail, to run consecutive to the sentence respondent was then serving, based upon

a conviction for fraud.

12. On June 28, 1990, respondent plead guilty to one count of third-degree

conspiracy in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:5-2, and three counts of third degree the'ft by

deception in violation of N.J.-S.A. 2C:2O-4. Respondent was sentenced to five years

probation on each count, all to run concurrently. The court imposed special conditions,

including that respondent submit to a urine monitoring program and make restitution to the

victim in the amount of $2,325.00.

Thus, the Board findsthatrespondentobtained his intemship registration and

subsequent license by misrepresenting his criminal convictions, and failing to disclosethat

he had been convicted of multiple crimes of moral turpitude.

Respondent did not disclose a federal conviction to the Board. lt appears that
respondent was convicted of fraudulent demands against the United States

, for which
respondent was sentenced to six months in federal prison.



Discussion

The Board granted respondent an internship and license based upon its review of

the information contained on respondent's application. As required by the Rehabilitated

Convicted Osenders Act, N.J.S.A. 2A:168A-1 et sen,, the Board considered the nature and

seriousness of the crime, the date of the crime
, respondent's age at the time of the crime,

whether the'crime was an isolated or repeated incident
, social conditions contributing to

the orime and evidence of respondent's rehabilitation
. Thus, the Board considered that

respondent had committed a single offense of fourth degree theft by deception ten years

prior to his application to the Board. The Board also considered as evidence of his

rehabilitation the statement of respondent's parole officer and the fact that respondent had

attended Essex County College following his release from prison
. Although the conviction

respondent disclosed was for a crime of moral turpitude that would relate adversely to the

profession, particularly as funeral directors are required to handle funds placed in trust for

preneed accounts, the Board considered aII of the information disclosed and determined

to grant respondent registration as an intern of the Board, and later, grant a license to

practice moduary science.

However, as is now apparent, the conviction respondent disclosed was only one of

a series of offenses of which he was convicted and forwhich he served time in prison
. Any

of these olenses, considered individually
: could serve as a basis for denial of Iicensure,

as most are crimes of moral turpitude that relate adversely to the profession
. Viewed

together, as evidence of a series of repeated acts and crimes of fraud
, forgery and theft

by deception, they provide ample basis for the revocation of respondent's license
. Had

respondentdisclosedthe convîctions on his application tothe Board, the Boardwould have



denied him an intern registration atthat time. Presumabiy, thatwas the reason respondent

failed to fully and truthfuliy respond to the conviction question on the application.

Respondent's failure to disclose the inform ation on the application provides independent

grounds for revocation of respondent's license at this time,

Conclusions of Law
and fraud inthe application process

The above convictions,provide grounds to take action against respondent's Iicense pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21

(a), (b) and (9, in that respondent obtained his internship and his Iicense through fraud,

deception or misrepresentation, has engaged in the use of fraud, and has been convicted

of m ultiple crimes involving moral turpitude and which relate advel-sely to the profession.

Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions, a Provisional Order of Discipline

revoking respondent's license to practice mortuary science in the State of New Jersey was

entered on April 22, 2003 and a copy was forwarded to respondent's Iast known address

by means of both regular and cedified mail. The Provisional Order was subject to

finalization by the Board at 5:00 p.m . on the 30th business day following entfy unless

respondent requested a modification or dismissal of the stated Findings of Fact or

Conclusions of Law by submitting a written request for m odification or dismissal setting

fodh in writing any and aII reasons why said fndings and conclusions should be modified

or dismissed and subm itting any and all documents or other written evidence suppoding

respondent's request for consideration and reasons therefor.

The record reflects that the Provîsional Orderwas served upon respondent, as the

Board received a signed green card in response to its certified mail, but no response to the

misrepresentations,



assure that all forms comply with the Board 's regulations.
. 
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4. Respondent 4hal1 not operate the Dnion facility or

1

perform any praetice of mortuary science at the Union facility

within the meaning of N.J.S.A . 45:7-34 until such time as it is

reinspected by the Enforcement Bureau and the facility passes saâd

inspection. The reinspection shall be at the respondent 's expense.

5. If the Union facility fails the reinspection by the

' Enforcement Bureau, the registration of Drew Funêral Home (Union),

No. JB 00729, shall be surrendered, pending remediation and

eorrection of a1l violations. The respondent shall not operate '
' 

1$
l 

r.

' 
said Funeral Home or perform any practice of mortuary science at

the Union location within the meaning of N .J .S.A . 45:7-34 until

such time as the facility passes a reinspection by the Enforcement

. 
Bureau and the respondenk has made re-application for the

registration of the Drew Funeral Home (Union) and pays any and all

costs associated with the reinspection and re-registration of the

Union facility.

6. Drew Funeral Home and Calvin N . Drew, Sr w shall afford

' access to al1 funeral home locations and shall submit to periodic

random and unannounced inspections by the Enforcement Bureau for

the purpose of assuring the Board that the funeral homes comply

with the directives of this Order and continue to be maintained in

sanitary condition and in compliance with the Board 's rules and

regulations. Drew Funeral Home shall be responsible for the costs

4



of such inspections. An affidavit of costs from the Enforcement
.. .t.),.

Bureau shall be submitted to Drew Funeral Home subsequent to any

h inspection, a'n; Drew Funeral Home shall submât payment in thesuc

amount of such costs no later than ninety (90) daya subsequent to

receipt of the affidavit of costs.

NEW JERSEY T TE BOARD F O U SCIENCE

By : . >v
Gerald P. sca a, Esq. --

President
I have read the above Order
and I agree to be bound by
its terms. I consent to
the entry of this Order by
the State Board of Mortuary

i e . '
t

-f tC
calvin N. Dre'w , sr.

I have read the above Order
and I agree to be bound by
its terms. I consent to
the entry cf this Order by
the State Board of Mortuary
Science.

DREW FUNERAL HOME (R Nos. JB 00871, JB 00253, JB 00729)

% >By : . 
.-

Consent as to the form
of the Order is hereby
given.

' 

o B. Araujo .
Counsel for D uneral Homes
and Calvin rew, Sr.


